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when the direct.issue had been placed before them, that they would not have Protection, and when the polling was over, there was a Free Trade majority of over 90 in the new House.
Dictatorships in Europe
We may pause at this point to note the growth of the movement which in the next ten years was to extinguish liberty and democracy and to destroy parliamentary government in many European countries. Fear of Russian Communism, and the example afforded by Russian methods contributed in equal parts to this movement.
Through all her later history Russia has been doomed to play the part of bogy to her neighbours. She played it under the Tsardom for a large part of the nineteenth century to Great Britain, and for ten years before the war to Germany. It was the " Russian peril" which kept the British people alert right up to the time of the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1906; it was the "Russian peril" which weighed most with the German Kaiser in giving his countenance to the war-makers in 1913 and 1914. It was once more the " Russian peril/' transformed into a " Red peril," which alarmed the
governing classes in "Western Europe when the Bolshevists ad established themselves in Moscow. The Bolshevists themselves invited this result by openly announcing their intention to undermine and subvert the capitalist institutions of their neighbours, and by working energetically to that end through their organ " the Third International." How far the various Communist movements in Europe were actually promoted by the Soviet Government will only be ascertained when more is known of the secret organizations of this period. But both the success of the Communists in establishing their dictatorship in Russia, and the spread of Communism elsewhere created widespread alarm which in many countries made a favourable atmosphere for the critics and opponents of parliamentary institutions*
Bolshevism thus became the parent of Fascism in Italy, Hungary and eventually Germany. There was much trouble in Italy after the war—trouble caused by disappointed Nationalists who considered that their country had been betrayed by Ministers at the Peace Conference, and by un-
